
 
 

 
 
 

REPORT  TO BRIDGEWATER TOWN COUNCIL 
SUBMITTED BY: Mackenzie Childs, Junior Planner 
DATE: September 13, 2018 
SUBJECT: Application for Development Agreements – 463 

& 469 King Street 
 
 
ORIGIN  
Two applications for development agreements were received on August 17, 2018. One 
application for a development agreement was received to enable a Beverage Room and 
associated rooftop patio in conjunction with a Micro-brewery at 463 King Street (PID 
60029956). The other application for a development agreement was received to enable a Beer 
Garden and Beverage Room at 469 King Street (PID 60696044), in combination with the other 
property. Collectively these properties will be referred to as the “subject properties”. The 
applications were both submitted by Patrick Jardine (the “applicant”) on behalf of Saltbox 
Brewing Company Ltd.  
 
BACKGROUND  
The current properties are owned by two different landowners. 463 King Street is owned by 
Peter Berrigan; the past use was a restaurant and the future use will be a micro-brewery 
operated by the applicant. 
 
469 King Street is the courtyard located between 463 King Street and 434 King Street; 434 King 
Street and the courtyard are owned by Raymond Ko but historically the courtyard formed part 
of the former restaurant at 463 King Street. The applicant has entered into a business 
relationship with both landowners to lease the properties and operate the proposed uses.  
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Context map 
 
The applicant intends to operate an upscale tap room at 463 King Street, with a potential 
rooftop patio and sidewalk seating area, offering Nova Scotia craft beer, wine and cider for 
consumption on premises, as well as a retail space for products to take away. The applicant 
intends to operate a seasonal beer garden at 469 King Street adjacent to the tap room. 
Development agreements are required for the subject properties as the intended uses fall 
under that of a beverage room under the Liquor License Act.  
 
Micro-breweries are permitted as-of-right in the Historic Downtown Commercial (C1) Zone as 
outlined in section 5.2.1 of the Land Use By-law (LUB). The applicant will be applying for the 
required development and building permits to enable this use at 463 King Street separate from 
this application. The definition of micro-brewery in the LUB is: 
 
Micro-brewery: a small-scale brewery which typically produces limited quantity of specialty 
beers, and may sell beverages and food made on site to the public. 
 
Beverage rooms and lounges are permitted by development agreement in the Historic 
Downtown Commercial (C1) Zone as outlined in section 5.2.4 of the LUB. The definition of 
Beverage Room and Lounge in the LUB is: 
 
Beverage Room and Lounge: a premise licensed as a beverage room, lounge, cabaret, or tavern 
under the Liquor License Act.  
 
As the properties have different landowners, applications for two separate development 



agreements is the most suitable process. However, as the applicant is the same for both 
applications and both properties will be used for the same business, they will be presented in 
the same reports and presentations throughout the process. 
 
DISCUSSION  
The subject properties are zoned as Historic Downtown Commercial (C1) on the Zoning Map of 
the Land Use By-law (LUB) and they are designated as Downtown Commercial on the Future 
Land Use Map of the Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS). Surrounding properties on King Street 
and the adjacent side of Pleasant Street are zoned as Historic Downtown Commercial (C1). A 
Town-owned park is located across from the subject properties along the LaHave River and is 
part of the Park (P) Zone. Land use in the surrounding area is a combination of ground-floor 
commercial with multi-unit residential on upper floors on King Street, and one-, two- and three-
unit dwellings on Pleasant Street and Phoenix Street.  
 

 
Zoning Map  
 
The property owner has applied for funding through the Façade Improvement Program to 
improve the exterior of the building on 463 King Street. The improvements include new 
windows, garage doors, cedar shingles, and additional design details. The images below 
illustrate the proposed changes.  



 

Before    
                                                                 
NEXT STEPS  
The next step in the application process will be for staff to host a Public Participation Meeting. 
Once staff have received and considered comments from the public, planning staff will provide 
a full analysis of the proposed development and the draft developments agreements at a future 
meeting of Council. This report represents Step 1 on the Simplified Application timeline 
outlined below.  
 
Simplified Application Timeline 
Step 1 – Preliminary report to Council 
Step 2 – Public participation meeting 
Step 3 – Planning analysis report to Council 
Step 4 – First consideration of proposed development agreement 
Step 5 – Public hearing 
Step 6 – Final consideration of development agreement 
Step 7 – Publication of development agreement  
Step 8 – Appeal period – 14 days after publication of development agreement 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS  
Not applicable.  
 
RELEVANT PLANS  
Municipal Planning Strategy 
Land Use By-law 
Downtown and Waterfront Master Plan 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS  
A signed development agreement is a legal contract binding the property owner and the Town. 
Any proposed development agreement will be reviewed and approved by the Town Solicitor 
before its presentation to Council.  
 

After 



PUBLIC CONSULTATION/COMMUNICATIONS  
Policy IM-7 describes the required public participation process that staff and Council must 
complete before Council can consider final approval of the development agreement. 
Notification will be provided in writing to all property owners within a minimum of 100ft of the 
subject property. An advertisement will also be published in the local newspaper a minimum of 
1 week prior to the meeting.  
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommend that Council refer the matter to staff to follow the development agreement 
application process required by Policy IM-7 of the Municipal Planning Strategy, including 
undertaking a public participation meeting on Tuesday, October 9th at 6:00pm in Council 
Chambers.  
 
ATTACHMENTS  
Not applicable.  
 
 


